GOMISION INTERNACIGNAL DE LIMITES b
ENTRE MEXICO Y LOS ZSTADOS UNLDOS

i L an
G .-LGL'IUI M 4
N A e
IO S OIS I
.
by O Lol a7
Launto: Imforme OUAO Boevificnelion

La Comisidn sze reunid cn lo Sele
dz Cornfercaciss G4 34
nelaglionns b
' de dmic
31 de ju 28 ' 4
VRNV oo o.cta No. 123, pa
o Poriuwilizers por msdio de esta Actu
P 3y racogandaciones & log
dos G0Llernds S0LYT el nloyecto de
Lootirlowsidn el Tio Bravo.
- C;%a A5 . l?u :ecciogg:_ae lf Co
sisicn invoraaclionnl de Linmites he
r;cgbiﬂo instracciongs dz la Secroe-
tarfa ds Eelacioncs Sxteriores de i
g Uasnectivo GoLicrne para esiudiar
v przperar un provecto de cardcter |
internacional a f£in de conjurar el !
s¢lizro de inundecidn por aguas del |
2o Zravo, gue se_clerne sodre el -
Tiile da Juérez~3l Paszo.- Los estu- |
dios ¥y las lnvesiigacionss han lle- !
;;:do a un punto tel que permiten —-—
»rgacntar & los dos Gobicernos un --
wroyceto definido ¥ un pr“sunueuuo
ﬂosuos, T e continuacidn aparcece
Inforng de los Comisionedos de

J.J.Cll d\.: ...il”‘.l Ubs.,

Somisidn Internact

soompaficdo de un informe cordn pre-
o por los ¢§ enieros Consultores b
i 5 Téonicos. Ln el Acta |
o, 1% idn Unida, de fo-
ohm 23 e 1528 e deli-
Lnoo, en werales, 1a nace-|
sidad de as de cardoter
watoroao izo une deserip~
cidn g terrenos arscia~|
dos v zliminar del pro~l I
_yecgo gue se elabora-
Ta $s talles finales

7 cosh urante los dltimos meses
1o CDom MR paso nuy im-
;t*icr s decisiones =

us
inio y jurisdic-
&3 1,ntes a

i
I
!
!
§

. 3y
Il provecte elatorado por la Comi-
21 Unide ve asrogado Gomo un encxol

- la hoje .- ﬂ

INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY COMMISSION
UNITED STATES AND MEXICO

Renort on Ilo Grande

Reciiricotion.

M

The Cormission met in the
contTaercacs foom at the vspart-
nont of Yorasisn Relations, kex-
ice Sity, ten o'clock &.lla
July 91, 19380, in accordance
with Minute No. 128, to com-
plete 1its action in reporting
and reconmending a plan for Rio
Grande rectillCatlon.

s

G070

f1) Bach scotion of the Inter-
natizaal Soundary Commission has
been reguested by the Foreizgn
Rels tiong Deparimant o its Gov=

ernment to study and deveiop an
international plan for the re-

moval of the flood menace of the

Rio Grande from the EL Paso-~
Juarez Valley. Studies and in-
vestigations have now Ireached
the point whers it 1s possible
to raport to the two Governnments
g definite plan with estimates
of cost; and the following is
the rebort of the Internz i onal
Boundary Commissioners, together
with a joint rcport prepared by
the ccnsulting engineers ad
technical advisers.
of the Joint Cormission, dated
December 21, 1938, outlined in a
general way the nece531tles Tor

international action, and gave &

general description of the areas
involved, a preliminary summary
of the pronosed plan, and reccm-

mended proceeding with the devel=-
opment of the final details of
the plans and estimates. During
the past few months a mest lm=
portant step taken by the Com-
mission consisted in rendering
decisions determining the natlonal
jurisdiction and dominion of &
number of banco cases in the area
under consideration.

(2) The plan prepered end devel-
oped by the Joint Commigsion 1is
I

Minute No.11l
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etitooel hereto as an oxbibit %o
this ninute. In trunsmitting it
to tins vwo Covernments the Com-
L Hissioners orfTer 1ia: Leing both
Sl practicul and feasible as an en-
nos Soncrales, vICT ;ince 3 and econonric srolect,
. act nogg el the plan concists o2
ATVINGE: stra taping the nrosent 14 vor
14l hote? eiteeting dooranse in
aroa engu It one nuadrad Tifdir-Cive
110 1 prc L00, miigo wo elghty=eipoht (584
ds de este csu- miles, and confining this channcl
¢ ure Presc de between two parallel levess. 1In
en ¢l Unico -’ addition to this ckannel the plan
ucda sobre ol includes the construction o7 a :
2Tros (22 mi- o flood ratention dam st the onlv X
e del Biofun-  available site, twenty-two (22) g
) S0 4 mlicociu- mileas vaelow Alephant 3ubte on the .
vt 2. 000 metros euticos Rio Grunde, cresting rcservoir :
1100 piss,. Z1 estudio cui-gtorzse of one hundred %$housand
GO crooicntos o inundeciu-{100,000) acre feeh, Careful .
B onzs a le convenionois studics bhﬂca on azsiual nast flced -
o 21 wivo2l ponvo da erseicntc  perfomance show the advantage of “
o Lluowe a Judrez-iLi Peso median-! rud401n” the flood flow *cgchwnr 3
e ¢l almoccznamicento que ge propons. Il Paso- JLarcz by storace in the i
o rzduceids on el masio dc creciené,nrOﬁo sed reservolr, h; reduetion N
i3 on ¢l Velle do Lifazo-Judrsz gud in Plood flow thru the I1 Paco-
chticne medliante g¢ste almoaccha--- Juarez Velley accomplished by such
vo s8¢ traduce e un ahorrode czr-storaze of flood waters effecis a
250,00C,00.8d1ares en las oJ‘s aving of a quarter of a nillicn .
2l Valle, vucs pormite dig-! doWlaro in the works recuired thru [»
les dimensioncs del cauce, la the valley by decreasing the size ;o
¢r nzecsoTiz mera ¢l aoracno; of the channel and reducting the
v ol voldmsu ds terraccrius i erea required for right of-huy,
dicuss, e T " and amount of ya réage in levees.
< 1
> Zravo, per la foita de con= (3) The meandering and unconiroll-
o su ccsvdceter divegante a-' 2d Rio Grande below L1 Paso-Juarez
Tiérez-Z1 Puzc, ha llezado |hag in recent years beeone o vory
ituir en los dltiros allos u-! serious menace to adjecent lemds
arginaze pura los terrencs | on both sides. Authoritics of both
noavbos ladcs.- Las auto=- countries have unsuccessfully at- .
awbos Palses han tratado?*tenpte& the protection of the im-
las mejoras materlales | provements in the IT1 Paso-Juarez
ont ambas ciudades ¥ en ' and the two eities. Considering
sin conseouirlo, ¥y ambas |the futility of »nroviding adequate
2 han gastedo une swne que and prover protection on the pres-
como @l mdximo razonableent meendering river location, the
o o2n otras de GoTesust s two affected communities have ex-
Locel, pues roociniocan la nended the limit of a2 rezsonable
Loomouondzr dar Zrotes- Wd justifigble amount in local
wre ¢ua simnisndo | flood n*otectzop norks. 4 propem
e O aatc Q2L Ri0. Ygnd sound plan for acconnlishing
1hede decondo ssired rosulés lies in a coordi-
CRICZ2 = pated international projcet.
Lracser
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g omevenle eon lus Teutados on wi- {44 Dxisting trewlies provide

i maii@u JiVIgorie Internacio-  for the center of the Rio Grande,

¢s &1 centro del Rio br wo, con Jefcept in isolated cases, being
speidn de slgunos cusog sislados,! the International Boundery Line.
loncitud excesiva del cauce actquTne present river channei, with
fio se produjo por condiclones- | excessive length, was Uroduced
"gtarules Que Y& ao ex;suel. Los au— by natural conaltlons which no
RRpeur ek lu 10b1ac;on, cn el cu_t;- longer exist. Increaue in set-
cvg ¥ oan el volor de lua propiedad, - tlement, cultivadion ard valuzs

Clustificen que ambos Cobiornou bus- ,juot¢“y both Governments in con-
cuein 103 LGL103 Qu conjurar ol pé“i-,giderlnﬂ means of removing the

oo de inundoe 2y de orear un cau- flood menace and prov*dlng an
¢co oleeuado pard les crecicntes. ]a&eouate flood channel,
Jemm-or hon continuudo los trabajos en ' (5) Actual fleld surveys were

"
sl ocmmpo parve lo ‘OuulléuCldf soure continued in the locotion on the
T Lowieio di L SLuGs Te El: icudu Sground of a rectirfled chennel
gue, como es natural, podrd ser mo- Rgubgect of course, toc some later
Sificudu lige raMLﬁtL, DErc que en ielight modifieation, but generally
uznerad eastd suficicnicmente defini- sufficiently def inite to permit
T volor hacsr estinwciones de  estimates of right-of-way and con-
1 deracho Go vin ¥ ée cons- 'struction costs. Witn office and
ruceidn. Tstos trabajos de campo ¥ [Tield location of this channel
Pie caebinete hen tbnl&O por objelo - [line whioh generally follows and
tager una locslizacidn del enuce pro-straightens the prescent meandering
—yactudo, que en fZensrel siguz v -- 'river, it has been possible to es-
rsevifica el actual caouce divaganie itlmate acreages and values of the
Pl y hen PGIM;UIQO hacer esti-'relatively small arees it would
‘muciones de las dreus y 3z los va- Ibe detached from one couniry and
-lorzg &e las poreelas { relativamen-fattached to the other - so balanc-
e pequeflus) que resulitardn segrega Jed in area that neither country
dzs de un Pafs y edheridus al otro.
Lo locsiizacidn se ha Jiecho de modo ‘ritory.
ClLe saen buelcs las are& de las |
‘nergelas cortadas de coada Pals, a !

-~

2iix de que ninguno pierda ni gans te- ( (6) At the present time the bed
-rritorio. ' of the Rio Grande between E1 Paso
| and Juarez 1s at a higher eleva-
Jo+—-Tn la actuelided el lecho dcl RIo | tion than saome of the streets and
'Erovo frente & las Ciudedes de Juére other properties of the two citiss,
'y Z1 Paso estd mds alto que alpunas | Accumulations of sediment are
‘dz les calles y edificlios &z dichas | continuing to aggravate this
coounaciones.~ La acuruizcidn conti- situation, and wntil proper grades [§
rnua ;u azclve sigue a~ravondo la si-) and hydresulic conditions are in- J
weidn, ¥ no es p051ale lograr el troduced by artificiasl works,
;ac;rrco de eSuOS Qeﬂogltos _que reuuﬂ there are no means for carrying
&l { off these deposits which are en-
uuucb, sino huuuu que ze moa Tiquen | eroaching upon the carrying capac-
Clug w..l_g,_o..:,s nicrdulicas y las [ ity of *he channel. The concensus =—
Cseolleontes en vornma acecuada, meilar-of opinion of engineers whe have
&5 avtificiales. In oplnidn - | studled the situation is that the

-

srol de los Ingenieros que llad @S correction lies in the plen pro-
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vl e el proulema la solucidn -- | posed ~ of stralghtening andcon-
Cinsl.tzoen Tectiliicor y canallzar | pining the channel. One of the
S CuiCe, que es lo que ss proponle & principal requirements %o per-

-wser. Uno de ZOS requisitcs prin- ymit such artificial rectification —
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Iz cn cucnta forzosamente, ademés
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o the equitable adjustment of
the areas which would be neces-
sarily dcﬁached frem one side
o the river and attached to
the other in the stralghtening
vrocess. The plan evolved of
huvidm gach Gova:nmcnt acquire
the privaie titles to these
equcl areas for le Yer exchange,
provides a feasible solutiocn.
These urcas to be acqulred are
generally seeped and water-
logged, and so shaped and sit-
uated as to bo unsuscspiible
of proper irrigation and drain-
BEC.

(7) The benefits to be derived
from the straightened and rec-
tified channel plans are putnal
to tne two Governments in afford-
ing flood protecticn and in per-
nitting cultivation, improvement
and settlement of even larger
areas adjoining the Rio Grarde
then are now possible under the
meandering river conditions. It
is of utmost importance that the
Governments own and control the
flood channel 1n order that '
private encroachments be defin-
itely prevented and eliminated.
Such ownership and control will
also be of great assistance in
the enforcement of m tional
immigration and customs laws of
both countries.

(8) In giving consideration to
the determinetion of mroper and
justifiable proration of costs
between the two countries, con-
ditions other than gross and
irrigated areas are necessarily
included. Economic features and
values 1in the two countbries are
distinet and different. While
the use of areas may bs entire-
1y proper in a distribution of
costs for irrigation development,
this unit of proratlon for an
international flood control plan
is unsuiteble and produces ser-
jous irregularities. The Com~-
mission has tcken inftoc consider-
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ation the benefits +that each
country would recelve according
t0 the areas and their values
to be protected rather than on
the sole acreage basis, On the
imerican side of the valley
there are about {ifty-threce
thousand (53,0006) acres of land
under the Rlo Grande Federal
Irrigation Project with water
rlghts assured; the greater

pars of which is in full cul-
tivation, and about seventeen
thousand (17,000} acres in the
lower portlon of the wlley
below the project limits vhich
arc irrigoated with project
surplus water. The total irri-
gated area is seveniy thousand
(70,000) acres. This area is
served with irrigation and
drainage works, aund first class
roads. Finance companies facili-
tate the financing of the pro-
duction and distribution of agri-
culfural productse.

IV R SR R O

(2) On the Mexican side of the
valley there are about thirty-fivells
thousand (55,000) acres of land 1n|g
cultivaetion, of which tweniy thous§
and (20,0005 acres have assured
water rights under the Aio Grande
Federal Irrigation Project, pro-
vided for by the Water Trealy of
1506.Practically no drainage
works have been constructed and tie
irrigation works are largely in-
sufficient. The Productiveness of
the lands on the lMexican side 1s
under these circumstances much
less then the eorrespondlng lands
on the north side of the river,
and there are large areas with in-
significient or no production. No
me jor raad lmprovements exist, and
the finance coampanies organized to
serve iexican fammers are very
limited inmmber and resources.lhe
industrial plants and rzans
handling egricultural products are
in very cmall proportion when com-—
pared with those in the valley in
the United States.

(10} The estimated vciue of
agricultural investmen®s in the
Anerlcan uart of the valley,
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"4cco¢a_“u to figures assembled by

inctud-

8 - -- - fmcluvonlc nrocio de la tte:1~>uﬂe Surcau of Reclamation,

] 1l ) cjorns muteric-" ing wurcihase of land and its »nre-

runchos, los @ paration, fam umlovements, equlp~-

: :25. 21 velor , ment aznd live stock, is sevesleen

f cols : . million dollars (17,000,000} or

: SRS thirty Tour million gzold DeGos, *hc

] OV wulueg of aﬂ“lcultural impr roven ent s

3 wdor on the exican side as estinated
ol by baginger Salvador Arrnjo Chief

Se 0L 8T gowparon o7 the Zlcod rrotection work, is
ricolas en un lado’ flve million four hundred thousand
&cl otro, nuede - | (5,400,000 gold pesos. Comparing
mexicano represen-! theue avrﬂcultural values in one
ai, y el lado "morl.nﬁrt of tie valley with these in

s 05 cn cada +the other iv is seen that the liex-

T
P
1

ot (0w

') . ican side represents thirteen per
zourados nil servicio ds ric<cent of the total and the Amz rican
tiegren un velor insig-eignty-seven per cent. "alTeJ lends
conmpurides con los terre- .on elliler sido o the river withous
vater nd assured irrigation

laﬁ ol -’Gn

& suriten de coua del Siste~ 1568 ar
zo, ¥y ol comparar las ertcv; Halv;0u have very nomingl vellve as
TTGS}C%uiOHtOS a toerrenos ompared with the lmds obtalning
ategoria, Tesulta sl 27 @ water service from project L urces
er Mdxico ¥ el 73 < en los la comparison of such areas on uhiS
Zztodos Tmidos. ' basis resulis in tweniy-scven per
; Vcent for lMexico and seventy-three
_——l S ue las ciudades y los su- | s per cent for the United States,
Judraz v I1 Puso, adenés (11) 4s the ecities and suhurbs of
: ublertos por ¢l Proyacito nEl Paso end Juarez not only are in-
- Defeusa contra las Inun—“c1aded in tho floocd protection plan,
' | ccliben directa o indirecctabut either directly or indirectly
: ran purte dg los beneli- ‘would receive a laTge part of the
4 rectificacion del cauce, |beuef7ts of the rectificatiocn of the
i na tomndo en cugnva losg l chan mel, the Commission has consid-
‘] ctlvos Ge una ¥ otra ciu- |ered the preration of values vhich
?‘ ués de asignar a los variomach city bears to the other and
g los vesos dchides, cons ’-glVlng proper weights to various per-
3 reparto cquitative de loﬂcenuages believes the Justirlable
; ¢ hacerss a rezén de 12 & proraﬁlon to be itwelve (12) ?cr cent
' ¥ 88/ para los Tstedos | for Mexico end elghty—eight (88) per
‘ cent for the United States
+ uq“htu al presupuesto contonido (12) With reference to the esti-
2 8l arcyo Wo.85 del informe de losz Imates (exhibit number five of the
: :ni:rcs, los Com sionados Juzgan ‘engineers' report) the grand total
4 8 dsl total de $6.106.50C.00. ddlo-of six million one hundred six
1 5, dLounos qestos no deben reper- |thousand five hundred dollars
& Siroeo reta, siro coroarse a ,(“5 106,500) includes certain items
X - K sororadansgtis, por rozedn which *he Cormissioners concur as
g o ilciain rpricticoc, Dstes ibeing non-prorateble and wmonerly
@ - - -tS osont Lorecho de via ----e ~-~~and practicslly chargeable % each
§ < Lolzraoy compra 4o nro- Government separately. These are:
' sunlorzs denvro daol of"Jr*gh s=cf=-way four huncred twelve
ibz de Cdriova ---~=---~thousand rive hundred dollars
RS T -1($412,500}, for purchase of private
1 Aol el Te- ‘chennel” rights above Cordova aeveﬁuj-

Tive theousend dallsrs {(573.00010.
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segregated tracts two hundred six-—
ty si% thousand dollars (266,000},
' changes in irrigation works two
. hundred twenty-rive thousand dole-
lars ($225,000),.

hundred seventy four thousm d two

i hungred dellers ($1,174,200}. This
emount subiracted from the grand
totel leaves a prorctable total of
four million nine hundred thirty

- two thousand three hundred dollars
($4,932,300), Using twelve per cent
| and eighty-eight per cent as the
basis of proration lMexico's share of

' hundrei seventy-six dollers(
%and that of the United States four
‘million tiree hundred forty thousand
four hundred twenty four dollars
($4,340,424),

! "{18) On the basis that this report
iand the engineers' statement have

! been prepared and submitted with the
iview of menerally straightening tne
-present riverilocation betwsen the

I
"

por Fabens o si dele llevar= International Dam ebove El Paso-

Juerez and the Box Canyon below Fort
Quitman, the question of using the
ipresent river at Fabens or following
the boundary route on the south of
;the San Elizario area is left for
leter determination. From the data
‘et hand, apparently there is argument
iin faver of both routes. Following
jeither the present river or the
‘boundary line route requires adjust-
‘ment or detached areas, and the pro=
lposed channel below this section can
'be so located as to compensate for
'any inequalities of such areas. _
| {l4) The following are the recom=-
mendations of the Commission:

{a) The Commissioners recommend
that the two Governments epprove the
lean for river rectification as out-
‘1incd in the attached eugineering )
Teport, including the feature of the
iflood retentlon dam, the genersl
straightening of the present river
Location, and the establishment of
a flood channel whick gonerally will

-the cos¥ of the project would bhe fiw .
lo de los In- hundred ninety one thousand eight

$591,876)

The tcval of these,‘!
items, with twenty per cent overhead
. and contingencies is one million one
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tarritorio. y a nombre de su Pafs

laz *terrenos NecesSarios para
¢l derecho de via y porciones
selresadas.
{a}.-gua el arreclo entre los dos
Covilermos estipule el canje en-
los dos Pufses de la mitad
ter Teng oc‘nauo por el de-
dz via 7 el ac la tota-
de lus porcelas sesgresa-
de cado Pais.,
POr repartir a
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|
river {rom International Dam to
the Zox Canyon below Fort Quit-

10N e

(b} That both couniries in V1°W
of the gerious situaticon proece

to an agreement, without delay,
which will carry into effect the
ensineering and concstmietion
features as outlined in the at-
tached report.

{¢) That the Intermtional Bound-
ary Commission be guthorized to
prepare detail plans, and to di-
rect and supervise ths ¢ onstruc~-
tion and all other engineering
operations, utilizing such estab-
lished governmental agencies as
each Governmen’t may deecm propers
(&) That each section of the In-
terra tional Boundary Cormission
be authorized to mcquire fHr its
country the necessary righivs-of-
way and detached areas:located -
within its territorial iimits,
thru the proper governmental
agencles.

(e) That agreement beitween the
two Governments provide for the
exchange of ocne half o« tlr area
required for right-ol-way and the
total area of detached tracits of
each counsry.

(r£) Thet the tolul proratable

cost of four million nine hundred
thirty two thousand three hundred
dollars ($4,982,300}) be divided bo~
tween Mexico and the United States
on the basis of twelve percent (129
and eighty-eight percent (88%) re-
spectively, and that eavh Govern—

ment provide annually such re-

quired appropriations as will com-
plete the wrk in four or five
years.,

(g) That thea greemert between the
tvro countries provide far the juris
dicticn of the IntermE$ional Bound-
ary Commission over all matiers
concerning the rectifiz d chennel.

(h} That this Commissionte auth-
orized 1o adopt such rules and
regulations as it may deem neces-
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58Ty to the end thnt thy pre-
servevicn of the rectified
chu“yL mey be perpetuctod.

(i) Thet each couniry hold the
other immune from £11 nrivate

or national clgims arising from
the constrmction aldd minbonano .
or the rectifiesd chamizl or any
cther cause whatsoever in oon-
nection with Lhis mrokcba.

fespectfully submitted.

The Uommission adjourmed to meat
again at the call of either of
the Commissioners.
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